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ABSTRACT  
Background: The article deals with cultural differences in the 
process of dying and death from the nursing aspect. Death is 
received by each culture in a specific way. The attitude towards 
death is also different. Each culture has its own customs and 
rituals in caring for the dying person and dead body. In recent 
years, dying and death have become an institutionalized issue, 
and therefore the taboo of the phenomenon of death must also 
be broken from a multicultural point of view. 
Objective: Compare the cultural differences in the understand-
ing of dying and death, in compliance with the customs, rituals 
related to death and dying in the culture of the Roma, Muslims, 
Jews and Asians. Determine the level of respect for cultural 
specificities in the care of the dying patient and the care of  
a dead body. 
Methodology and sample: For data collection, we chose the 
method of structured interview with representatives of selected 
cultures. The criterion for selecting the respondents was the 

willingness to talk about dying and death; the choice was not 
conditioned by their personal experience with hospitalization or 
death in Slovak hospitals. 
Results: After comparing the findings, we state that there are 
differences in cultures in the understanding of dying and death, 
in the practice of rituals and observance of customs, but we also 
found several homogeneous traits. 
Conclusion: Members of selected cultures have a number of 
cultural specifics associated with dying and death and consider 
their observance and respect by the nurses to be very important. 
In addition to knowing these specifics, nurses should accept 
their customs and rituals in providing culturally consistent care. 
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